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LATEST NEWS FROM ZAMBIA
Welcome to the Spring 2022 edition of the Neri
Clinics Newsletter. 2021 was a busy year at Neri
with 19,296 patient interactions. These attendances
at the many healthcare services available at Neri
clinic included those attending the under -5 clinics,
the nutrition program, or those attending for
management of chronic diseases such as
hypertension, diabetes, asthma.
The challenges faced in 2021 were many including
rising medication costs and the ongoing challenges
navigating the covid pandemic. The pandemic
required us to adjust to temporary staff absence and
changes to work practices to allow social distancing.
Despite this and thanks to the generosity and
support of our donors we have managed to maintain
a service that we are proud of offering to the Linda
community. The delivery of this service is thanks to
our dedicated staff and community volunteers. We
look forward to the year ahead where together with
our partners we can continue to grow and develop
the services at Neri and serve the Linda community.
Thank you for your support.
Dr. Patrick McSharry and Dr. Ronan Flynn.

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE
WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US!
We would like to say a sincere thank you
to all of our regular donors and in particular
to Lisa Brown and the Row Foundation for
their recent donation.

THE UNDER 5S CLINIC
A key part of the work of Neri Clinics is the Under 5s clinic
which takes place once a month. Here parents have the
opportunity to access services for their children such as
nutrition advice, getting weighed and examined by a nurse to
ensure they are growing normally, and also a community to
provide encouragement and support.

MORE NEWS FROM ZAMBIA
The recent floods in Zambia that occurred in January affected thousands of people.
Many people were displaced and the Red Cross had to provide shelter, blankets, and
food in several districts. At Neri Clinics the flooding created problems for those
attempting to access the clinic. Fortunately, the disruption didn't last too long.
Covid-19 rates are now falling in Zambia with the figures as of the beginning of March
showing around 212 new infections per day. However, that is only those that are
recorded, so the figure is likely to be somewhat higher. Currently, around 8% of the
population are vaccinated so there is more work to be done.
Neri clinics continue to see large numbers of families attending the clinics and the
essential services the staff provide with such care and diligence are greatly needed.

Thank you to all those who have supported Neri Clinics. Your support and donations
are making a significant difference.
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UPDATE ON THE PAEDIATRIC EPILEPSY PARTNERSHIP
Neri is excited to announce the further expansion of the paediatric epilepsy partnership
to enrol more children and their families. This builds on the success of the initial
program carried out in Linda. The program was designed and led by Dr. Archana Patel,
Consultant Paediatric Neurologist from Boston Children’s Hospital and the University
Teaching Hospital in Lusaka. The community health worker delivered program recruits
children in the community and optimally manages their epilepsy. This is done through
education of healthcare staff and in turn the parents. It has allowed children live a
normal life where otherwise their condition may marginalise and deprive them of this
right. In some cases it has allowed them return to school. Mitch & Lisa Brown through
the ROW foundation have funded this program so generously thus far and have
committed further funding allowing the programs expansion. We are extremely grateful
for their support.
The Irish College of General Practitioners (ICGP) Global Health Grants scheme has
assisted Neri Clinics respond to the additional staffing needs arising from staff
absences due to covid isolation and restriction during the covid surge Zambia faced
midway through 2021. We are grateful for this support.

Sr. Ornella Ciccone Neurologist and Dr. Archana Patel Neurologist
Boston Children's deliver training to Neri staff and healthcare workers
from the Chilanga district.

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/NeriClinics http://www.nericlinics.org
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